
Appendix 4

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board

1.0 Purpose of Update

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB.

2.0 Board Meeting Update

2.1 The Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board met on 16th March 2018 
and 15th June 2018. The Board has considered the following: 

 An update on the Council’s preparations for the new Fire and Rescue 
Service inspection arrangements. Members have established a small 
working group which will meet over the summer and autumn to provide 
support and challenge to ongoing self-assessment activity. Initial areas 
of focus for the working group have been identified as health & safety 
and people management.

 The impact of the 2 Mechanical Biological Treatment Plans in Cumbria 
and the barriers and challenges to maximising their impact, and the 
actions in place to mitigate these. 

 The impact of the work to construct the Thirlmere to West Cumbria 
pipeline. The Board agreed that some wider local Member engagement 
be pursued in relation to this and as a result, United Utilities will provide 
a briefing open to all Members on 24 July. Board Members have also 
received an invitation from United Utilities to visit the site later in the 
year.

 The plans to implement a Highways Permit Scheme in relation to works 
on the network aimed at securing benefits for the overall management, 
control and co-ordination of activities on the Cumbria Highways 
Network, minimizing the impact of activities on the Highways Network, 
while allowing essential activities to take place, and reducing 
occupation of the highway to benefit road users and minimize / avoid / 
manage delays to all road users. The Board will have a further 
opportunity to provide scrutiny on implementation later this year.

 Briefings on issues in respect of the management of closed landfill sites, and 
Section 106 Agreements and how they can be used to secure infrastructure and 
services that the County Council is responsible for. The Board intends to 
follow this up by further exploring funding secured through Section 106 
Agreements towards bus services.



 An update on the work to improve customer experience in relation to 
the Council’s highways service. The highways service is a priority area 
for improvement through delivery of the Council’s new Customer 
Strategy. The Board will continue to engage with this work as it 
progresses and with the specific work already being carried out to 
improve and develop the HIMS system.

 An update on a new Integrated Transport Service for Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and Adult Social Care 
(ASC) which will be piloted in South Lakeland in the autumn.

 Board Members also agreed to explore further where scrutiny could 
add value to identifying potential improvements to the recycling system 
in Cumbria following an initial presentation on 8 September on current 
work to assess possible service changes which would allow for greater 
consistency in household kerbside collections across Cumbria.

3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board

3.1 Additional activity that has taken place by or is planned by the Board is noted 
below:

 The task and finish group on work with the third sector on waste prevention, 
reuse and recycling will undertake its work over the summer and autumn.

 The Board will continue its engagement with preparation for Fire and Rescue 
Service inspection ahead of inspection due in Spring 2016, improvements to 
the HIMS system and the wider work to improve customer experience in 
relation to the Council’s highways service, waste prevention, recycling and 
disposal issues, and securing funding for infrastructure.

 In September the Board will scrutinise the Council’s activity implementing the 
national Prevent workstream.

 Other issues on the Board’s future work programme include tackling 
loneliness and social prescription, the Council’s review of area working and 
related strategies, the parking system, and single-use plastics.

4.0 Conclusion



4.1 There are a wide range of issues facing the Council and Cumbria relating to 
the remit of the Communities and Place Board. The Board will continue to 
focus on a number of critical issues over the coming few months.
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